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2020 Promotion and Tenure 
 
We value the hard work and dedication of these individuals and look forward to their future 
contributions. 
 
• Ms. Nancy Maria Balach was promoted to Professor of Music  
• Dr. Richard Scott Balkin was granted tenure 
• Dr. Katie Elizabeth Barber was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Pharmacy Practice 
• Mr. Michael Andrew Barnett was promoted to Chair and Professor of Theatre & Film 
• Mr. William Berry was promoted to Professor and Frank Montague Jr. Professorship of 
Legal Studies and Professionalism 
• Dr. Danielle Beu Ammeter was promoted to Instructional Associate Professor of 
Management 
• Mr. Joshua Kemp Brinlee was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Art and 
Art History 
• Dr. Richard Buchholz was promoted to Professor of Biology 
• Dr. Julia Bussade was promoted to Lecturer in Spanish & Portuguese and Director of 
Spanish & Portuguese Programs 
• Dr. Brett W. Cantrell was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Accountancy Instruction 
• Dr. Valerio Cappozzo was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Modern 
Languages 
• Dr. Allyn Cascio was promoted to Instructional Associate Professor of Management 
• Dr. Yunhee Chang was promoted to Professor and Graduate Program Director of Nutrition & 
Hospitality Management 
• Dr. Cheng Cheng was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Economics 
• Dr. Mahavir Bhupal Chougule was granted tenure 
• Mr. Ben Cooper was promoted to Senior Associate Dean, Professor of Law and Frank 
Montague Jr. Professorship of Legal Studies & Professionalism 
• Ms. Marie Cope was promoted to Clinical Associate Professor of Law Instruction 
• Ms. Ashley Sorey Dees was granted tenure and promoted to Research and Instruction 
Librarian and Associate Professor 
• Dr. Robert Brian Doctor was promoted to Instructional Professor of Biology 
• Dr. Erin Elizabeth Drew was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of English 
• Dr. John Ryan Gardner was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Economics 
• Mr. Hernan A. Garrido was promoted to Lecturer in Modern Languages 
• Dr. Phillis L. George was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Higher 
Education 
• Ms. Melissa Allee Ginsburg was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
English and Creative Writing 
• Dr. Zachary K. Guthrie was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of History 
• Dr. Kayla Denise Davis Harville was promoted to Lecturer and Director of Freshman 
Mathematics 
• Ms. Alison Hitch was promoted to Lecturer in Composition & Rhetoric 
• Dr. Jason Dale Hoeksema was promoted to Professor of Biology 
• Dr. Joseph Hampton Holland was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Public Policy Leadership 
• Dr. Erik Hom was granted tenure and promoted Associate Professor of Biology 
• Dr. Joshua H. Howard was promoted to Croft Professor of History and Director of 
Interdisciplinary minor in East Asian Studies 
• Mr. Robert Hunt was promoted to Senior Lecturer in Mathematics and Computer Specialist 
• Mr. Philip R. Jackson was promoted to Professor of Art 
• Ms. Rachel Johnson was promoted to Lecturer and Regional Campus Writing Center 
Director 
• Dr. Benjamin Thomas Jones was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Political Science 
• Dr. Jonah Wesley Jurss was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 
• Ms. Savannah Lea Kelly was granted tenure and promoted to Research and Instruction 
Librarian and Associate Professor 
• Dr. Alexandria K. Kerwin was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Leadership and Counselor Education 
• Dr. Burhanettin Keskin was promoted to Professor of Early Childhood Education 
• Dr. Kofan Lee was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of HESRM 
• Dr. Samuel T. Lisi was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Mathematics 
• Dr. Jeremy Paul Loenneke was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
HESRM 
• Dr. Diane Lawrence Lowry was promoted to Clinical Associate Professor of Special 
Education 
• Dr. Christopher Allen Luse was promoted to Instructional Associate Professor of American 
History 
• Dr. Zhiqu Lu was promoted to Senior Research Scientist II 
• Dr. Robert Gerald Magee was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Integrated Marketing Communication 
• Ms. Kellye Marie Makamson was promoted to Lecturer in Composition & Rhetoric 
• Dr. Amy Denise McDowell was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Sociology and Anthropology 
• Ms. Amber Samyra Nichols-Buckley was promoted to Lecturer in Composition & Rhetoric 
• Dr. Sasan Nouranian was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Chemical 
Engineering 
• Dr. Chris Offutt was promoted to Professor of English 
• Dr. Molly Pasco-Pranger was promoted to Chair and Professor of Classics 
• Dr. Brian F. Platt was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Geology and 
Geological Engineering 
• Ms. Milene Prewitt was promoted to Lecturer in Modern Languages 
• Dr. Michael C. Raines was promoted to Instructional Associate Professor of TESL 
• Dr. Vijayasankar Raman was promoted to Sr. Research Scientist 
• Dr. Nichelle Catrice Robinson was promoted to Professor of Teacher Education 
• Dr. Jarod Heath Roll was promoted to Professor of History 
• Dr. Meagen Marie Rosenthal was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Pharmacy Administration and Research Associate Professor in RIPS 
• Dr. Gerald Bobby Rowland was promoted to Instructional Associate Professor in Chemistry 
& Biochemistry 
• Dr. Kerri D. Scott was promoted to Instructional Professor and Associate Director of 
Forensic Chemistry 
• Mr. Edgar Serrano was promoted to Lecturer in Modern Languages 
• Dr. Sue Ann Skipworth was promoted to Instructional Associate Professor of Political 
Science 
• Dr. Steven C. Skultety was promoted to Chair and Professor of Philosophy 
• Dr. Sandra M. Spiroff was promoted to Professor of Mathematics 
• Dr. Alicia Cooper Stapp was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Health 
& Physical Education 
• Ms. Alysia Marie Steele was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Journalism Instruction 
• Dr. James Alfred Stewart, Jr. was granted tenure 
• Dr. Colleen Frances Thorndike was promoted to Lecturer in Composition & Rhetoric 
• Dr. Catarina Passidomo Townes was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Southern Studies and Anthropology 
• Dr. Glenn Walker was promoted to Professor of Biomedical Engineering and Professor of 
Electrical Engineering 
• Dr. Amira Wanas was promoted to Research Scientist 
• Dr. Davita Watkins was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of Chemistry & 
Biochemistry 
• Dr. Brooke Ann Whitworth was promoted to Associate Professor of Science Education 
• Dr. Jessica C. Wilkerson was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of History 
• Dr. Jonathan Cole Winburn was promoted to Professor of Political Science and Director of 
Social Science Research Laboratory 
• Dr. Lance David Yarbrough was granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor of 
Geology and Geological Engineering 
 
If you have inquiries related to this announcement, please contact provost@olemiss.edu. 
 
